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Cleveland Museum of Art Announces 
Retirement of Curator of Chinese Art 


CLEVELAND, OH (April 8, 2004) —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announced today the retirement of 
Dr. Ju-hsi Chou, curator of Chinese Art, ending his six-and-one-half-year curatorship with the Museum. Dr. Chou, 
who retires on June 30, will remain available to the CMA as a consultant and will assist the Museum in finding a 
replacement. In addition, he will continue to work on the Museum’s catalogue of Chinese paintings currently 
underway. 

“The retirement of our esteemed colleague is bittersweet,” said Katharine Lee Reid, director of the 
Museum. “We will miss collaborating with him daily; however, we are grateful that he will continue his 
relationship with our institution on a consulting basis.” Reid added, “His contributions to the Museum’s Chinese 
art holdings have introduced singular works chosen with a knowledge and wide ranging eye and these have 
expanded upon an already outstanding collection.” 

Dr. Chou, 68, joined the Museum in January 1998 and was the first senior scholar to occupy the Chinese 
curatorial chair since the departure of Wai-kam Ho in 1983. He immediately took stewardship of one of the 
nation’s most outstanding collections of Chinese art, including paintings, sculpture and the smaller three- 
dimensional arts. During his tenure, Dr. Chou developed important exhibitions, completed major research projects 
and added exceptional art objects to the permanent collection. 

“T have found great enjoyment in my six and a half years at the Musem,” said Dr. Chou. “It is very 
different from my academic career and it has provided a great source of satisfaction.” 

His most important addition to the collection is his most recent acquisition, Album of Buddhist and Daoist 
Themes (China, Southern Song period, 1127-1279) a rare album of 50 leaves from the 12" a3" century. The 
acquisition of this album fulfilled a life quest of Dr. Chou. For nearly 40 years he sought out the elusive album 
after first seeing it in a German folio as a graduate student at Princeton University. He was finally able to purchase 
the album for the CMA in March 2004, enriching and giving the Chinese painting collection a new level of 
prominence. 

Other important acquisitions by Dr. Chou include: 


e Dec. 1999 — Herdboys and Oxen in Landscapes, Guo Min (1250-1285). Rare scroll paintings datable 
to the beginning of the Yuan dynasty, these are believed to be the only paintings by Guo Min in the 
United States. 


(more) 
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e Sept. 2000 — Cleansing Medicinal Herbs in the Stream on a Spring Day, Yu Zhiding. This reverential 
portrayal of Chinese scholar-official Shi Shenyi was the first acquisition of a painting by this artist 
who portrayed many of the historic figures of his time. 


© Dec. 2000 — Pair of Tomb Guardians (late 7" to early 8" century). These two major Chinese Tang 
dynasty sculptures are believed to be the finest sancai sculptures outside of China and were the 
CMA’s first acquisition of a tomb guardian pair. Known as sancai ware, these ceramic sculptures 
were funerary furnishings in a royal tomb and feature bold splashes of color and an ample coverage of 
blue glaze. 


e Dec. 2001 — Portrait of Hua Yan against Mountain Ranges and Waterfalls, Hua Yan (1682 — 1756) 
and Wei Shijie (late 17" and early 18" century). This unusual collaborative work is a youthful portrait 
of the great Chinese painter Hua Yan. This is the earliest known portrait of him and the first portrait of 
a Chinese artist to join the CMA’s collection. 


e =March 2003 — Ding from China’s Shang dynasties (12 te 111" century BC). A major addition to the 
collection, the Chinese Ding is one of only a handful of ding vessels that exist in collections around 
the world. 


e Sept. 2003 — Bamboo: Spring and Autumn (China, Yuan Dynasty, 1279-1368). The acquisition of 
these two ink paintings complete a series of the four seasons, two of which, Bamboo: Summer and 
Winter, that were already purchased by the Museum in 1982. With the reunion of these paintings, the 
Museum will have a rare series of the four seasons dating back to the Yuan dynasty. 


e Dec. 2003 — Frozen Landscape, Hung Hsien (Chinese b. 1933). This abstract painting mounted on a 
hanging scroll was donated to the Museum by Dr. Chou and his wife. 


In addition, Dr. Chou played an instrumental role in organizing the traveling exhibition, Circles of 
Reflection: The Carter Collection of Chinese Bronze Mirrors in Oct. 2000. The exhibition centered on a gift of 
103 Asian mirrors donated to the Museum mostly from ancient China making the CMA’s holdings of this material 
now one of the finest groups outside East Asia. After leaving Cleveland, the exhibition traveled to the China 
Institute in New York and the Elvehjem Museum of Art, University of Wisconsin, Madison through 2004. 

Born in Shanghai, Dr. Chou attended primary schools there before moving with his family to Taiwan, 
where he completed his secondary education. After moving to the United States in the late 1956, he studied 
painting and received his bachelor’s degree in art at the University of Kentucky. He then went on to pursue 
graduate work in Chinese art and archaeology and was awarded his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees by Princeton 
University. 

During his career, Dr. Chou served in a variety of professorial positions with Oberlin College, Carnegie- 
Mellon University, Arizona State University, University of Chicago and the University of Hong Kong. While 
teaching, he remained a lively participant in the field of collecting, most notably as advisor to the Roy and Marilyn 
Papp Collection in Phoenix and the Hong Kong Museum of Art. 

From 1985 to 1993, Dr. Chou collaborated with the Phoenix Art Museum on three significant exhibitions 
and catalogues from the Papp Collection, which were shown in the United States and Europe. He also worked on 


two major international traveling exhibitions of paintings which were shown in Hong Kong. 
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CMA/Chou— Page 3 
In addition to his museum-related publications, Dr. Chou is the author of numerous scholarly articles and 


reviews, most of which focus on Chinese painting between the 15"" and 19" centuries (Ming and Qing Dynasties). 
He is also the founder and editor-in-chief of Phoebus, Arizona State University’s scholarly journal of art history. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, is 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
# # # 


